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4 Seciety of Miniſters and others, of the Profeſſion 
commonly diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Particular 
Baptiſts, in Northamptonſhire, and the adjacent 


Counties, have, after earneſt Prayer to God, and 
deliberate Conſultation, united in the Deſign 4 | 


ſending Miſſionaries to ſpread the Savour of the 
Knowledge of Chrift, among the Heathen Nati- 
ons ; and ſolicited their Brethren in different 
Parts of the Kingdom, to aſſiſt them in the im- 
portant Undertaking. _. The Treaſurer ꝙ this. 


Society is the Rev. R. Hogg, of Thrapſton 3 and. 


the cretary, the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of 
Kettering. 


et ay 44» C2 To. \ w L- „ . > 2 4 — 2 * R 


Period will certainly commence, when the 
kingdom of Chriſt ſhall prevail far and wide. 
The earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the ſeas.— 
Princes ſhall be ſubje& to the Redeemer's ſceptre, 
and Ethiopia ſhall ſtretch forth her hands unto God. 
All the ends of the earth ſhall fee his ſalvation. The 
fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, and all Iſrael 
ſhall be ſaved. | 


At preſent, alas! darkneſs covers 4 great part of 
the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people; above four 
hundred millions of the inhabitants of the world, are 
deſtitute of the light of the goſpel, ignorant of the 
true God, and bowing to the hoſt of heaven, or to 
ſtocks and ſtones, the works of their own hands. 
Who can think on this without emotions of pity, and 


without a defire to attempt, by ſuch means .as God 


has ordained, to contribute ſomething towards the 
A 2 removing 
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removing of the dreadful veil from thoſe multitudes 
who are periſhing for lack of knowledge 2 


Our Lord has taught us to pray, that his kingdom 
may come; and thoſe who make mention of the 
Lord ſhould not keep ſilence; they ſhould continue 
to preſent their ardent petitions to him, and give 
him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh his chureh through the 
nations, and make her a praiſe in the earth. 


Nor ſhould we ſatisfy ourſelves with praying only 
for this defirable event; other means ſhould be ofed, 
in a dependance on God, and under the guidance of 
his merciful providence, for the accompliſhment of 
it. It is by the miniltry of the goſpel, that men are 
turned from darkneſs to light; that goſpel is ordained 
to be publiſhed to every creature, that its ſound may 
go out through all the earth, and its words to the 
cnds of the world. | 


That this event may be brought about is moft de- 
firable. In every attempt of this kind difficulties 
muſt be encountered, and ſome expence will neceſ— 
ſarlly be incurred. But the openings of Providence 
for the promoting of ſo important a work, ſhould not 
be diſregarded. Ought not the love of Chriſt, and 
a ſincere regard for the welfare of immortal ſouls, to 
conſtrain us chearfully to exert ourfelyes to the ut- 
moſt in ſuch a cale ? 


The ſouls of all men are equally precious. They 
are endowed with capacities and powers capable of 
being conformed to the great Creator's image ; of be- 
ing made happy in the enjoyment of his favour, and 
of partaking of all the felicity of his heavenly king- 
dom, through eternal ages. The ſoul of a Negro, 
2 Hindoo, or even of a Hottenfot, is of equal valuc 
with that of the moſt enlightened European, 


That God who has made of one blood all nation: 
of men on the face of the earth, requires us to look 
upon the molt abject of our fellow-mortals as brethren, 
One God is our creator, our preſerver and upholder ; 
from one flock we originally {prung, and to one 
ſovereign judge we are all accountable, 


We 
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We are required to love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
ſhould any one be diſpoſed to aſk with the man in 
the goſpel, © But whois my neighbour;” the parable. 
of the good Samaritan will furniſh kim with an 
anſwer, | ys 


When the kind and” merciful Redeemer of men 
was engaged in his public miniſtrations on earth, and 
ſaw the multitudes coming to hear the glad tidings 
of the kingdom from his lips, we are told, that he 
beheld them with compaſhon, becauſe they were as 
ſheep having no ſhepherd ; and he ſaid to his diſci- 
ples, the fields are white already to harveſt ; and the 

arveſt truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye thetefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he 
will ſend forth labourers into his harveſt. . It the 
mind of Chriſt in any degree be in us, we ſhall ſurely 
be affected in the ſame way. 


Are many of the heathen nations poor, abje& and 
miſerable? Let us remember, that our Lord has or- 
dained the goſpel to be preached to the poor. The 
more helpleſs our fellow creatures are, the greater is 
their need of that relief which God has provided in 
the ſaving economy of religion. Our Redeemer not 
only began, byt ſpent a great part of his public mi- 
niſtry among thoſe of the. loweſt rank in fortune, 
knowledge, and refinement. © For this very reaſon, 
he was held in contempt by the great, the wile, and 
the learned. With an imperious and diabolical ſpirit 
we hear them exclaĩm, have any of the rulers, or of 
the phariſees, believed on him ? But this people who 
knew not the law, are curſed. God forbid that any 
degree of ſo deteſtable a diſpoſition ſhould be che- 
riſhed in our boſoms. Do we enjoy the bleſſings of 
ſalvation ourſelves, and ſhall we not ardently deſire, 
that the moſt miſerable of mankind may alſo be par- 
takers of them? * 


See how the experience of goſpel grace expanded 
the heart of the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul. God is my re- 
cord, how greatly I long after you all, in the bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt. I am debtor both to the Greeks and 
to the Barbarians, both to the wiſe and to the unwiſe. 
So as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 
goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo, He purpoſed in 
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actuated by t 
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the ſpirit, when he had paſſed through Macedonia an d 
Achaia, to go to Jeruſalem, ſaying, after I have been 
there, I muſt alſo ſee Rome. His labours had already 
been amazingly great, as well as gloriouſly ſucceſs- 
ful. Vet, as if he had done nothing, he was ſtill on the 
ſtretch for God, deen for the ſalva- 
tion of poor ſinners,” The univerſe itſelf was but juſt 
large enough to be the ſcene of action for him, in his 
er to promote the Redeemer's cauſe. He 
expected nothing but poverty, bonds, afflictions and 
death; yet none of thoſe things moved him. To 
teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God, was dearer to 
him than lite itſelf. We want nothing to excite our 
efforts to promote the buſineſs now under our conſi- 


deration, but'a meaſure of that zeal and love which 


: , dg 


glowed in the heart of this blefied man. 
1 „ % 6 ads I . N 


The attempts which have been made, by men 
he genuine principles of chriſtianity, te 

reduce the heathens to the knowledge and government 
of Chriſt, have generally been more orleſs ſutceſsful. 
God has bleſſed the pious and perſevering endeavours 
of his'faithful ſervants, by making them the hap 4 
inſtruments of turning many from darkneſs to ligh > 
and from the power of Satan unto God. Without 
the exertions of his ſaving. power, it is readily ac- 
knowledged, every attempt of this kind would prove 
abortive. Bven Paul might plant, and Apollos water 
in vain, if the Almighty vouchſafe not to give the de- 
fired increaſe. Theſe eminent men well knew this 
to be the caſe. But did this conſideration prevent 
their affiduous exertions in planting and watering ? 
By no means. They earneſtly purſued the line of 
uty, and left the event with him, in whoſe work 
they were engaged. Nor did they Jabour in vain. 
How does it gladden our hearts to hear them ſay, 
Thanks be to God, who always cauſeth us to triumph 
in Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the ſavour of bis 
knowledge by us in every place! 
Of late years, the attempts. which have been made 


to evangelize the heathens have been attended with 
ſingular: ſucceſs. The Daniſb miſſion to the coaſt of 


Coromandel, in the Eaſ Indies, has, fince the year 1706, 


reduced more than eighteen thouſand Gentdos to the 
profeſſion of chriſtianity. The Dutch have had ſtill 
5 e | : | more 
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more extenſive ſucceſs, in the iſland of Ceylon, and 
other of their Faft India ſettlements. In the Jaſt cen- 
tury, the truly apoſtolic Elliot laboured much among 
the native Indians of North America; and was made 
the happy inſtrument of the evident and thorough 
converſion of great numbers of them. By his, and 
the patient and er endeavours of ſome other 
excellent miniſters, ſeyeral churches were raiſed, 
from among thoſe poor ſavages; gifts were beſtowed 
for public uſefylnels, and ſome of theſe churches were 
ſupplied with miniſters of their own race. It is 
pleaſing to recollect that ſome of our own denomina- 
tion were ſucceſsfully employed in promoting this 
bleſſee work. 6h Ra wall 


In the preſent century, a ſociety in Scotland for 
een chriſtian knowledge has helped forward 
everal uſeful miſſions among the American Indians. 
The pious and truly excellent David Brainerd, who 
was ſingu larly ſucceſsful among the Indians, and his 
brother Fohn were ſu ported | this ſociety. Mr. 
Kirkland is now em _ in this good work, by 
their aſſiſtance, together with Mr. Sergeant, from bot 
of whom very pleaſing accounts have lately been re- 
ceived. By their inſtrumentality the Lord is gather- 
ing others to himſelf, beſides thoſe he has already 


gathered. 


The Morgvian brethren have perhaps excelled all 
others in their endeavours to bring the poor heathens 
to the knowledge of Chriſt, I ey have ſent miſ- 
ſionaries to various parts of the World, who have 
encountered a thouſand diſſiculties in the promotion 
gf what they had evidently much at heart. They 
have tranſported themſelves into the frozen climes of 
Greenland, and Labrador ; and expoſed themſelves to 
the ſcorching heats of Alyia. They have carried 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to the ends of the earth. 
Within theſe ſixty years paſt, they have diſcovered a 
zeal forthe propagation of the goſpel, which is deſerving 
of the higheſt applauſe, and ought to provoke, in all 
other denominations of chriſtians, a godly emulation. 
Their ſucceſs in Greenland, in the Danih Weſt-Indier, 
and in other places has been very conſiderable In 
the year 1788, they had in their ſocieties aboy «ff- 
teen thouſand converted heathens — * 


66 3 
The Methodiſts in the late Mr. Veſſeys connection, 
within theſe few years have exerted themſelves in 
this line. They have attempted à miſſion to the 
Caribbees, natives of the Weft-India Iſlands, and labour- 
ed with ſueceſs among the Negro Slaves there. 


We have animating accounts in our Annual 
Regiſter, of the preaching, and the ſucceſs of George 
Lick, a Baptiſt Negro, in Jamaica. He has been 
greatly owned among his fellow Africans, both bond 
and free ; hundreds of them arc called into the fel- 
lowſhip of the goſpel. 10 


One of our intended miſſionaries, Mr. John Thomas, 
has been labouring, for about ſix years, among the 
Hindoos, on the banks of the river N near Ben- 
gal, fifteen thauſand miles from hence, and reckoned 
by the ancients, the extremity of the eaſtern world. . 
He had an interpreter who taught him to ſpeak and 
write the language in uſe among them, which is the 
Bengaleſe. He has lately tranſlated part of the New 
Tettament into that language, in which undertakin 

he has been liberally encouraged by the clothed 
Sir William Jones. | | a N 


In a letter which is now before me, he ſays, the 


1 775 Hindoos are a popes the moſt mild, harmleſs and in- 
. | oftenſive, perhaps on the face of the earth; a miſh- 
f onary among them, commands extraordinary vene- 


ration and reſpect. They are very religious in their 
way, but their religion is idolatry, Their ſuper- 
ſtitions are many, but they are not greatly bigotted to 
them.. The following inſtances may ſerv e to illuſ- 
trate this aſſertion. 1 | 


a Mr. Thomas went into one of their temples, where 
the object of adoration, as my informant relates, was 
the image of a frog, He went up to it, examined it, 
and then ſaid to the worſhippers, with an air of ſur- 
priſe, “ What have you here? a frog? And do yoa 
pay divine honours to the image of a frog?“ Theſe 
1uquiries appeared to have the force of conviction; 
they withdrew from the place, as aſhamed of their 
fooliſh ſuperſtitioun. 
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Hle went into another of their temples,” where the 
image was more like the figure of a man. He fixed 
his eyes upon it, in the preſence of its prieſts, and 
other perſons aſſembled before it, and then ſaid,. - 
„It has eyes, but it cannot ſee; it has a mouth, but: 
it cannot ſpeak; it has hands, but it cannot handle; 
it has feet, but cannot walk.” One of the Bramins 
immediately replied, with emotion, , No; it the 
houſe were to burn over its head, it could not 
eſcape,” bp hoe ALOFT Rh on 0924; 3 


It appears that this people are very teachable, and 
open to conviction. Some of them receive the word: 
of life with readineſs of mind, and ſeem to drink 
it in, as the parched earth drinks in the falling 
ſhower. * It would do your heart good,” ſays Mr. 
Thomas, © to hear them expreſs their different emo- 
tions of fear, wonder and joy.” Almoſt every thing 
in the chriſtian ſyſtem is new to them. He could at 
any time have hundreds about him, to hear him tell 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſalvation by him. SALT 


* T have lately thought” ſays this judicious and 
worthy man, * that converſation is the bet mode 
of addreſſing the Hindoos at firſt, and when they are 
duly prepared to receive it, they may be more'pro- - 
fitably addreſſed in the uſual way of preaching: 
otherwiſe, they are apt to aſk you comical queſtions, 
and think no harm of it, though you are in the midſt 
of a prayer or ſermon. —There are certainly difficu]- 
ties in the way of him who attempts to inſtruct the 

oor, ſimple Hindeos ; but all difficulties flee'away 

efore the aſſiduous efforts of a man whoſe heart is in 
the work, as chaff before the wind ; and if his heart 
be not in it, let him take advice, —keep away.“ 


Myr. Thomas's ſucceſs has already been conftderable. 
One of the converts appears to have promiſing abili- 
ties for preaching the goſpel to his countrymen, which 
is very deſirable, {+ 


The laſt interview,” ſays Mr. Thomas, *'which 
I had with the Hindoos, was attended with the fol- 
lowing circumſtances; returning to Calcutta in an 
accommodation boat, I was obliged to come to, eight 


or nine miles ſhort of it ; the tide not having ſerved, 
" It 
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muſt do good works; but when we came to the quan- 
tity, he was involved in à fecond dilemma; and 
would talk no more, but yielded; and ſaid he would 
take me to the college, which was juſt what J 


wanted. | 


On my arrival, the ſtudents, the Bramins poured 
out from their little tlas or ſtudies; mats were laid 
under the ſhady trees, and we all ſat down. I re- 
peated all that had paſſed, and propoſed my inquiry 
to them all. Some would have me waſh in the holy 
river, the Ganges, which, they ſay, takes away lin. 
I ſpoke of the great change which taking away ſin 
muſt occafion, and aſked them, if they felt ſuch a 
change of mind themſelves, 'when they waſhed in it. 
They ſaid, * No.” Then, how ſhall I? Thus one 
dilemma followed after another. They treated me 
like an-angel. ' Some ran'up the trees to get cocoa- 
nuts for me ; others brought fruits, milk, ſugar, and 
ſweetmeats 3 they laid them all at my feet, and told 
me, if I did not eat at their hands, it would not go 
well with them. They at laſt began to make inqui- 
ries of me, about the matters mentioned above.” — 
This gave Mr. Thomas an opportunity of laying before 
them the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. He adds, 
But J have not time to tell you one-half ot this in- 
tereſting debate. It laſted till fix or ſeven in the 
evening; by which time, my dinner was cold, but 
my heart was warm. Many of them followed my 
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the boat, and with longing eyes looked after me, til] 
I was gone far away. Thus they recelred me in 


many other | oper 


In another part of his letter, Mr Thomas ſpeaks of 
the importance of his having an aſſociate in this good 
work. “A companion,“ ſays he, „ is above all 
things neceſlary i in this buſineſs ; and bleſſed be they, 
and bleſſed be their attempts, who ſhall effectually 
encourage ſuch as are fit for it, to come and labour in 
this harveſt! We may ſay emphatically here, Taue are 
better than one. O Lord of the harveſt; — forth 

phy Servants by two'and two again!“? 


. . 
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De Society of our | no Bo Brethren, for propagating 
the goſpel among the Heathens, January 9, 1 7935 
came to the, flowing reſolutions ; * 


That there is an open door for preaching the Sol. 
pel among the Hindoos. | 


That My. Thomas be invited to go among them, as 
a miſſionary from che ſociety,” | 


That ſhould Mr. Thomas accept the invitation, we 


will endeavour to provide him a — to 80 
by with ——_ 


On the evening of the ſame day, Mr. 7 homas ar- 
rived, cheerfully acceded to the invitation; and, 
agreed to art for Bengal about the third of April 
next. My, Carey, of Leiceſter, a worthy miniſter of 
our denomination, offered Rimſelf to go along with 
Mr. Thomas, The committee of the ſociety know- 
ing Mr Carey's peculiar fitneſs for the undertaking, 
called him to it. It was a ſolemn day with them; 
ſpent, as many others had —_ in faſting and 


Janes 


A conſiderable ſum of money wil be wanted to 
furniſh theſe two miſſionaries for the undertaking; 
By ſubſcriptions and collections about 1601, is al. 
ready advanced, and as, at leaſt three hundred more 
will be wanted, it is hoped that thoſe who have der in 

eir 
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| their power will exert themſelves on this' intereſting 


occaſion. Ve that love the goſpel, ye to whom the 
ſouls of men are dear, come CR? in this noble 
cauſe. To what more valuable purpoſe can you 
apply a portion of your Worldly fubſtance, than in 
ſending the bread of life to your poor fellow- ſinners 
who are periſhing with hunger? Cay there be an 
act of charity more neceſſary, more: important, or 
more acceptable to (3041? Let the frœe:hearted offer 
willingly; and thoſe who have it not in their power 
to give of their worldly ſubſtance, let them help ſor- 
ward the work by their feryent, conſtant and hearty 
prayers. The enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom has 
been earneſtly ſought by many religious ſocieties by 
extraordinary prayer, at ſtated ſeaſons. Ir is to be 
hoped they will perfiſt in this Boo Work. It ſhall 
never be ſaid, that pray ing breath was ſpent in vain. 
The preſent remarkable 'opening of providence, 
perhaps may be conſidered as an anſwer to the re- 
queſts of thoſe, who are crying day and night, Thy 
2 come. 


— 
3 — 
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At a meeting beld at Halifax, Feb. 15,1793, 10 canſfiden 
the important deſign of ſending miſſionaries to pro- 
pagate the goſpel among the Hindoos, it was reſolved 


unanmoufly, 


1. That the deſign is laudable, and worthy of all 
tue encouragement we are able to give it. 


1 That we form ourſelves into a ſociety for the 
promoting of this deſign, in conjunction with the 
original tociety eſtabliſhed in Northamptonſpire, and 
the W counties. 


3. That we exert ourſclves in our ſeverai connec- 
tions, in raiſing money, by ſubſcription or otherwile, 
towards furniſhing the two miſſionaries for the intend- 
cd voyage to India. 


4. That che Rev. . 8 of Brearley Hall, near 
Hal ifax, be conſidered as ſecretary ; and that the 
ſeveral ſums of money advanced in this circuit, be 

tranſmitted 


1 2 


tranſmitted to him, or ſignified by letter, on or be · 
fore the 16th of March next, that a - bill to the 
amount of the whole, may, as ſoon as * be _ 
to the treaſurer of W. un ſociety” 


5. That a ſhort account of this andertakivg be i im 
mediately printed, and copies ſent to the ſeveral 
churches in this neighbourhoad; _ . 


N. B. Every perſon who ſubſcribes 108. 6d. annually, 
will be conſidered as a member - the ſociety ; but 
occaſional contributions ren very gratefully 


received. 


Perhaps the following Hymn, by Ram Ram, a con- 
verted Hindao, tranſlated by Mr. Thomas, may not 
be unacceptable to the reader. The tranſlation is as 
literal as poſſible, witheus any attention to metre ; 


I. 
Jeſus the Lord is the Son of God, 
The Mediator in a ſinner's ſalvation ; 
Whoſoever adores him, | 
Will get over hiseternal ruin, 


CHORUS, 
O ! who beſides can recover, 
O!] who beſides can recover 
From the everlaſting darkneſs of ſing} - - N 
Except the Lord jeius Chrilt ! 


II. 
In all this world, 
There is none free from ſin, 
Except the Saviour of the world, 
And his name is Jeſus. 


CHORUS. 
O! who beſides, &c, 


That 
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II. 
That Lord was horn into the world, 
: To redeem finful men; 
Whoſoever has faith to adore him, 
ei is the man tliat ſhall get free. 


| wo CHORUS. 

or whe beſides, &c. 
: W. 
With 3 ert form, a holy i incarnation, 
That is the Lord of the world; 


Without the faith of him, 
The road to the heav'nly world is inacceſſible. 


7 2 | CHORUS. 
0! whobalides; Se. — 


1 


Theſe words of his mouth, hear O! men, 
{For his ſayings are very true) 
« Wholo is thirſty, let him come to me, 
1 will give him the living water.” 


CHORUS. 
O! who beſides, Ec. 


Therefore a 0 my foul, 
Having known him ſubſtantial ; ; 
And beſides himſelf, 

There is no other Saviour. 


- CHORUS. 
0 | who befides can recover, 
! whobefides can recover, 
From the everlaſting darkneſs of ſin, 


Except the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Thus fing che converts on the banks of the Gange: ; 
that we may have the pleaſure of uniting with them 
in a ſong of praiſe to the Redeemer, I have ſubjoined 
4 metrical imication, 


Jeſus 


(is 1 
= 


Jeſus deſcended'from above, 8 461 
To ſave our fouls from guilt and ſhame 1 
O may we then admire his love, 
And render praiſes to his name. 


eſus alone whom we adore, - 
e rum d dinner can reſtore. 


Il. 


He came to hear our fins and die, 
That he might fave our wretched race: 
Yet he's the ſon of God moſt high, 

Adorn'd with purity and grace, 


CHORUS. 


Jeſus. alone whom we adore, . 
The ruin'd ſinner can reſtore,” 


III. 


Angelic hoſts the tidings bring 
And hail the long expected morn, 
Go, ſhepherds, viſit Chriſt your King, 


The promis'd Saviour, how is born.” 
CHORUS. 


eſus alone, whom we adore, 
he ruin'd ſinner can reſtore, 


Iv. 


Sinners he ranſoms by his blood ; 
He thac believes the tidings lives; 

Sinners he reconciles to God : 
Pardon and peace he freely gives, 


CHORUS. 


Jeſus alone, whom we adore, 
The ruin'd ſimner can reſtore, 
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V. 


By humble faith to him apply; _. 
His words are kind and ever true; 

« Ye thirſty ſouls, to me draw nigh, 
Water of life, I give to you.” 


. CHORUS. 


Jeſus alone, whom we adore, - 
The ruin'd ſinner can reſtore. 


IVI. 


O may we ſtill adore his name, 

We who have known his ſaving pow'r; 
Aſcribe ſalvation to the lamb, 

And love and praiſe him evermore, 


CHORUS. 


eſus alone, whom we adore, 
he ruin'd ſinner can reſtore. 


J. FAWCETT. 


